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                THE BARBADOS AMATEUR SWIMMING ASSOCIATION

                                        AQUATIC CENTRE, Wildey, St. Michael.

                      Tel 246-429-7946; Fax: 436-2272; Email:basa@caribsurf.com

        THE BARBADOS OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION    INDEPENDENCE   INVITATIONAL GAMES (BiiG) 
        3 KM OPEN WATER CLASSIC 2017
The Barbados Olympic Association recognized the great demand for a series of local, high quality events such as BiiG and therefore launched the annual, multi-sport invitational Games during the month of November in Barbados, targeting athletes and officials from Barbados, the region and beyond and is open to all IOC approved sports.  

As part of the BiiG The Barbados Amateur Swimming Association extends a cordial invitation to swimmers to participate in the 3 KM  Open Water Classic  2017. 
The event will take place PIRATES COVE BEACH on Saturday NOVEMBER 18TH, 2017 at 9:00 a.m.

Instructions to Swimmers
1. The race will be held on Saturday November 18th, 2017 at Pirates Cove Beach and is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m.
  For enquiries and more information on this event you may contact:

                           Mr. Anthony Selby, President, Swimming Association

                           Email: tonyselby@caribsurf.com
               Mrs. Samantha Clarke, 2nd Vice President, Swimming Assoc. 

    Email: clarkedecaires@gmail.com Tel: (246) 230-4634

    Ms. Montana Atherley, Office Manageress, Swimming Assoc’n

                          Email: basa@cariburf.com; Tel: (246) 429-7946

2. The race distance is 3 Kilometers.
3. The entrance fee is $ $30 BDS for the race. All participants will receive a competition swim cap.

Deadline date for entries: SATURDAY, November 11th, 2017.  Entries can be left in the Aquatic Centre Office.
4. The race is open to swimmers in the  11-12, 13-14, 15-17, 18-24 & 25 and Over Over Age Groups .  The Age up date will be on December 31st, 2016.  There will be age group scoring for males and females.

5. Registration for participants will be taken at 7.45 A.M at Pirates Cove Beach. Please be on time.
6. Swimmers will report to the check-in area first with their completed entry and medical forms and then head to the marking area.  Caps are collected after forms are checked and marking is completed.  All swimmers must complete and hand in a waiver form (for swimmers under 18 years of age a parent must complete the form on their behalf.)
7.  Swimmers are to report to the starting area at 8:30 A.M. for the course explanation.
8. There is to be no fighting, pushing, or kicking in the water.  Please be disciplined.
9. The Referee shall signal to the swimmers by raising a flag, and by a series of short whistle blasts indicating that the start is imminent. When satisfied the Referee shall indicate by pointing the flag at the starter that the competition may commence.

10. The Starter shall be stationed in such a position as to be clearly visible to all competitors, and on the signal of the referee, the starter will raise a distinctive flag to the vertical position, and simultaneously bring the flag down, and activate an audible signal.  
11. The race shall be a freestyle event.
12. Swimmers must complete the course in its entirety; there will be judges at marker buoys to ensure the correct course is followed. Swimmers who deviate off course may be disqualified. Any swimmer found to be cheating will be disqualified.

13. Obstructing, interfering with or making an intentional contact with another swimmer shall, if in the opinion of the referee, be deemed to be “unsporting impedance” and will lead to disqualification, whether such contact is made by the swimmer or their escort craft.

14. Escort safety craft shall manoeuver so as not to obstruct or place them directly ahead of any swimmer and not take unfair advantage by pacing or slip streaming.
15. Swimmers shall not receive support from any fixed or floating object and shall not intentionally touch or be touched by their escort safety craft or crew therein.
16. Rendering assistance by an official medical officer to a swimmer in apparent distress should always supersede official rules of disqualification through “intentional contact” with a swimmer.
17. No swimmer shall be permitted to use or wear any device that may be an aid to their speed, endurance or buoyancy.  Their numbers should be marked clearly on both upper arms.
18. Swimmers shall be allowed to use grease or other substances as long as in the opinion of the referee, the use is not excessive.

19. The pacing of a swimmer by another person entering the water is not permitted and may lead to disqualification.

20. In the case of difficulty in the water, please remain calm. Lie on your back and extend your hand(s) in an upward position, signaling that help is required. 

21. At 10:00 A.M, that is 1 hour after the start of the race, swimmers who are still in the water, and who have not completed the course will be picked up by the escort craft.

22. The referee shall have full control and authority over all officials and shall adjudicate all protests related to the conduct of the race, including final placings, if necessary. The decision of the referee shall be final.

23. Payment of the entrance fee and the participation in the race shall signify agreement with and acceptance of these rules.

24.  In order to compete the swimmers or their parents (if the swimmer is under 18 years of age) must sign the waiver form as well as declare on the form that they are healthy and in good physical condition to participate in the event.

25. The above rules were designed for your safety and wellbeing. We wish you a successful event.
Awards: 
Medals will be presented in each age group to the top 3 swimmers following the event.                
